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A world In perspectives

Long anticipated, the 7th Design & Health World
Congress & Exhibition in Boston, USA is upon us, and it
will certainly be worth the wait. Never before has such
an exciting line-up of speakers from world governments,
global universities and international corporations, as well
as many expert independent consultants, joined together
to explore the critical and, increasingly understood, role
of design in improving human health, wellbeing and
quality of life. The salutogenic perspective that focuses
attention on factors that support health, rather than risk
factors and the treatment of disease, has been pushed
long and hard and with great effect by the International
Academy for Design & Health, as the organisers of the
World Congress and the publishers of this journal. And
now is the time for North America as our hosts to

take the lead, in collaboration with colleagues from Asia,
Africa, the Middle East and Europe, to explore how to
implement these ideas. We particularly welcome the
Ministers of Health from South Africa, Irag and Malaysia
in a special session dedicated to exploring salutogenic
design perspectives (p8).We also look forward to
announcing the winners of the 2011 Design & Health
International Awards (see shortlisted submissions on pp9
& 44-55) at the Gala Awards evening, when some
Eastern-inspired designs from Asia and the

Middle East have a chance to break the West's
hegemony. See you in Boston!
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BRIEFING

08 MINISTERS OF HEALTH JOIN
WORLD CONGRESS The Ministers

of Health of South Africa, Iraq and Malaysia will

participate in a special session at the World

Congress for Design & Health in Boston

OPINION

O AWORLD IN PERSPECTIVES
The upcoming World Congress for
Design & Health will bring together experts on
salutogenic design from around the globe
13 IN OUR HANDS The promotion
of wellness should be the main

consideration in the design of healthcare
facilities, urges Dr A Ray Pentecost Il
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EVENTS

1 STAYING AHEAD OF THE CURVE

Emily Brooks reports that community
was at the forefront of discussion at Design &
Health Australasia 2011

PROJECTS
IN THE PLAZA The new South

14 Australian Health and Medical
Research Institute will encourage not just
world-class research but also public interaction

1 A SEARCH FOR SIGNIFICANCE
As public-private partnership funding

becomes more common in healthcare projects,

Susan Black examines what criteria make a

building truly signifcant

20 KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY
Children’s healthcare facilities are

appealing not just to children but also to the

wider community.Veronica Simpson reports

2 8 NO BUTTERFLIES PLEASE! Kurt
Wege describes how the Sears

Cancer Clinic at Toronto’s SickKids Hospital

provides an environment that treats children
and families with maturity — and a sense of fun

3 A BROADER HORIZON David

Kamp describes fve landscape design
projects that promote the qualities key to
healthier communities

www.worldhealthdesign.com
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MARKET REPORTS

3 ON THE CONTINENT Kathleen Armstrong takes
a tour of European healthcare, where integration and
modernisation are taking health delivery in new directions

SOLUTIONS

4 TOP MARKS This issue's Design Solutions presents

the innovative healthcare projects and products
from around the world that have made the shortlist for this
year's Design & Health Academy Awards, to be presented at a
ceremony in Boston on 9 July

www.worldhealthdesign.com

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW

5 YOUR JUDGEMENT COUNTS John Zeisel says
readers need to critically analyse research-evidence to
decide whether it has validity and will stand up to scrutiny

60 NURSING CULTURE AND PERFORMANCE

This study looks at the impact of centralised and
decentralised nurse stations on the way nurses communicate
with each other

6 CANCER TREATMENT ENVIRONMENTS A team

of researchers and architects evaluate patient needs
in ambulatory cancer care environments and identify a range
of design strategies that foster patient care and satisfaction,
including a feeling of hope for future treatments

ARTS & CULTURE

7 BLUBBERLAND lacqueline C Vischer has mixed
reactions to Elizabeth Farrelly’s vision of what
constitutes a functioning, sustainable and satisfying community

78 HEALTH FACILITY EVALUATION FOR DESIGN
PRACTITIONERS Sheila J Bosch thinks Mardelle

McCuskey Shepley’s book on health facility evaluation is a must-
read for anyone involved with evidence-based design
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Module magic

Compass is a modular system of interchangeable
components that can be used to create applications for
patient rooms, exam rooms and other clinical spaces.
Different confgurations provide storage for patient
belongings, work surfaces, storage for caregivers or
even space for families to work and visit. Designed
to accommodate change, Compass components are
easily assembled, removed, rearranged and refreshed.
Infection control challenges were met head-on with
the covering of primary surfaces and edges of tiles
and storage modules with Durawrap, eliminating the
seams created by edge banding. In addition, a specially
designed sink has the drain offset from the tap to
minimise splashing and reduce the spread of infection.

Compass System
Shortlisted in: Product Design
Submitted by: Herman Miller Healthcare

High defnition

Olympus’ ENDOALPHA Technical Panels are the only technical
wall panels for operating rooms (ORs) that are available as
approved medical products and at the same time are optimised
for aesthetics and usability in glass-wall equipped surgical operating
rooms. The technical panels have been designed as building parts
to ft seamlessly into most modern integrated ORs. Feedback from
patients, users and service technicians was used to improve the
design of the panels, whose screens range from 42-inch or larger
main screens for viewing images from the high-defnition cameras
of endoscopes to 20-inch touch screens for the manipulation of OR
products. Interviews with users have underlined how the concept
of glass-walls and glass panels in the OR creates an aesthetically
optimised working environment which helps to improve staff
motivation, as well as reducing infection risk.

ENDOALPHA Technical Panels

Shortlisted in: Product Design
Submitted by: Olympus Surgical

www.worldhealthdesign.com

Design Solutions: Products N

Easy access

Primera’s ‘PR3’ Secondary Barricade Override mechanism
is an anti-barricade feature which prevents a patient from
taking any action that would deny clinical staff access
to the patient’s room. It allows staff to gain access even
when the key-way has been deliberately blocked (e.g. by
gum or paper) or where a key has snapped in the lock in
panic. Without such a mechanism, efforts by clinical staff
to intervene would be slower and possibly too late — and
very expensive if the door needs to be broken into.

Primera PR3 Secondary Barricade Override
Shortlisted in: Product Design
Submitted by: Primera
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