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Hospital DNA 



The very first requirement in a hospital is that it should do the 
sick no harm. 

 
Florence Nightingale Nightingale Wards 1870-1913 

Ward environment 



Manchester Royal Infirmary, 1810 

Hospital de la Clinique, 1800 

The very first requirement in a hospital is that it should do the 
sick no harm. 

 
Florence Nightingale Nightingale Wards 1870-1913 

Ward environment 



Staffordshire general hospital  

1948 UK National Health Service 

Standard hospital designs from 
1950 to 1975. 

ÅBest buy 

ÅHarness 

ÅNucleus 



Private rooms 

2009: less than 1/3 of all NHS hospital beds were in single occupancy rooms 



¦Y DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΤ 
 

ÅIncreased rates of Healthcare Associate d Infections 

ÅPatient Privacy and Dignity 

ÅMixed sex accommodation 

 
 
ΨaƛȄŜŘ ǎŜȄ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ  

2008 Royal College of Nurses Dignity Survey  

 
 
 
Current Government recommendation: 
 
Ψ!ƭƭ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ at least рл҈ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ōŜŘ ǊƻƻƳǎΩ 
 

Single occupancy vs. multiple occupancy  
 



Ysbyty Aneurin Bevan, Ebbw Vale, Wales by Nightingale Associates 

Gwent Healthcare Trust 

 

First NHS hospital in Wales with 100% single bed accommodation 
 
96 en-suite single bedrooms 
 
3 wards of 32 beds 

8 bedroom clusters 

International Academy of Design & Health Awards 2011: 
International Health Project (Under 40,000 sqm)  

Finalist 

Total area = 26 m2   


