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When as a result of escalating 
costs and the lack of global 

organization, the wonders of 
modern medicine fail to ensure 
good health to the people of the 
world at affordable costs, and 
millions continue to suffer the 

misery of poor health,

I appeal for action, for change
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Medicine will be so rapidly

advanced that much of 

what we learn today will be 

obsolete and only of historical 

interest in 20 years.
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I share with you my thoughts on 

important controversial

issues.

If the professionals do not 

stimulate discussion on these 

issues, who will?
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In the early decades of the 20th 

century, medicine in Asia was 

not developed because 

everybody was poor. 

With independence came

economic growth and 

the rapid development of 

medicine.
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THE GOLDEN AGE OF 

MEDICINE

In the last 5 decades of the 

20
th

century, advances in 

medical science have been 

earth -shattering.
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THE GOLDEN AGE OF MEDICINE

The use of Penicillin to combat infection 

after the Second World War was a 

milestone.  This was swiftly followed by 

the control of tuberculosis with

Streptomycin .

Preventive measure against Polio came.  

They were soon followed by the drama of 

Transplantation of organs ðof the 

cornea and kidney and then the heart and 

liver.
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THE GOLDEN AGE OF MEDICINE

Doctors worldwide were 

apotheosized to demigod

status and parents urged their 

children to pursue medicine ð

the NOBLEST of professions.

Waves of public enthusiasm:
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FALLEN ANGELS

Yet, the reputation of 

doctors has recently seen 

an insidious decline.

High cost 

Expectation

Iatrogenic
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GOLDEN AGE AGAIN?

If the top leaders at the world 

Economic Forum in Davos in 

January 2001 are correct, medical

research will belittle the 

billions made by Bill Gates, as 

their value will run into trillions.



GOLDEN AGE OR COST DILEMMA?

Design & Health Congress 09

11

GOLDEN AGE AGAIN?

The good news for doctors is 

that, they will be creators
and not consumers of national 

wealth.

We must attract and retain

talents
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ESCALATING COSTS
The escalating costs will become 

more complex, confusing and 

contradictory as increased 

demand for new costly

technology and drugs flood the 

market burdened with an ageing
population.
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ESCALATING COSTS

òMedicine is big business, and 

politically important. It 

no longer belongs to doctors 

and their patients, but to 

policy makers and investors.ó

Miles Little
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ESCALATING COSTS

When issues are complex, we 

should remind ourselves of Asiaõs 

celebrated Nobel Laureate, 

Tagore , who said:

òIf you are not open, 

the door to the truth will be shut.ó
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ESCALATING COSTS

Tony Blair announced the 

most radical shake -up of the ailing 

British health service.

òOne of the recent disturbing reports is a 

74 -year -old woman diagnosed with 

cancer of the oesophagus, died because 

her operation was postponed 4 times.  

And by the time doctors were ready to 

intervene earlier this year, the cancer 

had become inoperable.ó

Tony Blair, 2000
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ESCALATING COSTS

The situation in Britain is a 

reflection of a 

worldwide dilemma

which runs into billions of 

dollars annually for most 

developed countries.
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ESCALATING COSTS

And citizens in many 

developing countries

can only aspire for 

substandard health care 

from over -crowded hospitals.
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ESCALATING COSTS

In the 19
th

Century , 

there were only

palliative and 

consoling words.
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ESCALATING COSTS

The 20
th

century

saw the beginning of 

high -cost. 

ÅInsurance (USA)

ÅNHS (Britain)
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ESCALATING COSTS

The 21
st

Century

�¾Escalating costs

�¾Ageing

�¾Patients demanding the latest

�¾Anything less than the best is a 

violation of their right

POLITICAL DILEMMA


